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SBIRT Screening 
SBIRT screening may be 
billed for each patient 
up to once a year. These 
codes are appropriate 
for use in the state of 
Maryland.

Tips to ensure screening is completed in a billable manner:

	� Use a validated tool (AUDIT, AUDIT-C, CRAFFT, DAST, etc.).

	� Have results of the screening available in the medical record.

	� Screening can be administered by the provider, self-administered by the patient,  
or conducted by a trained member of the clinical team (e.g., a medical assistant)  
on the provider’s behalf.

Accurate documentation and billing are essential to 
sustain SBIRT as a routine part of care. This tool provides 
guidance to help your practice capture reimbursement 
for screening and brief intervention services across payer 
types. It outlines general requirements for eligible services, 

defines appropriate CPT and ICD-10 codes, and highlights 
key considerations for billing and documentation. Use 
this reference alongside your organization’s existing 
billing policies and payer-specific resources to ensure 
compliance and maximize reimbursement.

INSURANCE 
TYPE

SCREEN 
TYPE CODE ADDITONAL 

CODE(S) DESCRIPTION NOTES

Private 
Insurance

Negative 
Screening

96160
Modifier 59 or 
Modifier XU

Z13.89

Administration of patient-focused 
health risk assessment instrument  
(eg, health hazard appraisal) with 
scoring and documentation, per 
standardized instrument. 

Positive 
Screening

Refer to brief 
intervention 

section 

Use the appropriate commercial 
insurance code, based on 
time, listed below in the Brief 
Intervention section.

Medicaid
Negative 

or Positive 
Screening

96160

Provider-administered or  
self-administered screening.96160

Modifier 59 or 
Modifier XU

H0049 Alcohol and/or drug screening.
This may be used in place of the 
96160 code, based on practice 
discretion. 

Medicare Alcohol 
Screening

G0442
Modifier 59 or 
Modifier XU

Prevention: Screening for alcohol 
misuse in adults including pregnant 
women once per year.

Confirm, prior to visit, if this code 
has already been billed during the 
year. 
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SBIRT Brief Intervention
Brief Interventions may 
be billed when a provider 
engages a patient with 
feedback, education, or 
change talk regarding 
substance use behavior  
up to 4 times a year.

Tips to ensure the brief intervention is completed in a billable manner: 

	� Document the completion of the brief intervention using the developed brief 
intervention checklist, progress notes, or other approved section of the patients’ 
medical record.

	� Document the duration of the brief intervention as many of the codes are linked  
to an amount of time.

INSURANCE 
TYPE

SCREEN 
TYPE CODE ADDITIONAL 

CODE(S) DESCRIPTION NOTES

Medicaid

Brief 
Intervention

W7020
Alcohol and/or substance (other than 
tobacco) use disorder intervention;  
greater than 3 minutes up to 10 minutes.

W7021
Alcohol and/or substance (other than 
tobacco) use disorder intervention;  
greater than 10 minutes up to 20 minutes.

W7022
Alcohol and/or substance (other than 
tobacco) use disorder intervention;  
greater than 20 minutes.

Screening 
& Brief 

Intervention
H0050 Alcohol and/or drug screening and brief 

intervention; per 15 minutes.

Can be used in place of the “W” 
codes, based on practice discretion. 
This would only be used when there 
was a positive SBIRT screening and a 
brief intervention completed. 

Medicare

Screening 
& Brief 

Intervention

G0396
Alcohol and/or substance abuse  
structured screening and brief  
intervention; 15-30 minutes.

Confirm, prior to visit, if this code has 
already been billed during the year.

G0397
Alcohol and/or substance abuse  
structured screening and brief intervention; 
greater than 30 minutes.

Confirm, prior to visit, if this code has 
already been billed during the year.

Prevention G0443 

Up to four (4) 15-minute, brief face-to-face 
behavioral counseling interventions per year 
for individuals, including pregnant women, 
who screen positive for alcohol misuse.

Confirm, prior to billing, if any of the 4 
eligible encounters have been billed 
for the year. 

Private 
Insurance

Screening 
& Brief 

Intervention

99408
Z71.41  

or  
Z71.51

1. �Alcohol and/or substance abuse 
structured screening and brief 
intervention; 15-30 minutes.

2. �Alcohol abuse counseling and 
surveillance or Drug abuse counseling 
and surveillance.

Use modifier 25 “Significant, 
separately identifiable E/M service by 
the same physician or other qualified 
health care professional on the same 
day of the procedure or other service,” 
or modifier 59, “Distinct procedural 
service” for non-E/M services.

99409
Z71.41  

or 
 Z71.51

 1. �Alcohol and/or substance abuse 
structured screening and brief 
intervention; greater than 30 minutes.

2. �Alcohol abuse counseling and 
surveillance or Drug abuse counseling 
and surveillance

Use modifier 25 “Significant, 
separately identifiable E/M service by 
the same physician or other qualified 
health care professional on the same 
day of the procedure or other service,” 
or modifier 59, “Distinct procedural 
service” for non-E/M services.
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